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EXPANDED COVERAGE AUSTIN BOMBINGS 


CHANGE IN TACTICS 


Bombs explode at FedEx center, Goodwill store 


5 


COMMUNITY 


Bombings make ‘hyperaware’ the new normal 


ByTaylorGoldenstein, 

‘Nancy FloresandPhilip Jankowski 
tgoldenstein@statesman.cam 
nflores@statesman.com 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


Onany other day, an abandoned 
lunch box on a road near where 
school buses pick up students 
in Dripping Springs off Sawyer 
Ranch Road might never have 
warranted a second glance. 

But amid a continuing bomb 


‘SEQUENCE OFEVENTS 
12:25 a.m. Bombin a package 
explodesin a Federal Express 
sorting facilityin Schertz, 65 miles 
south of Austin, Noone is injured. 


Interim Austin Police Chief Brian Manley 
later tells City Council members the 
bomb was made of materials similar 


to those used in three of the four 


bombattacksin the city this month. 


Federalauthorities confirm tothe 


‘American-Statesman that the package 
was headed to Austin. FedEx officials 
confirm that the exploded package was 


one of two sent by the same party. 
6 a.m.AFedEx Office store in 


Sunset Valleys closed and roped 


offasofficersand federal agents 


Investigate, Police later say they think 


the package that exploded at the 


Schertz facility was sent from that store, 
Sunset Valley Police Chief Lenn Carter 
says the store hasnodrop-offpoint,so 
Whoever"delivered (the package) had 


tohave come inside the store." 
8:04a.m. Austin police and 
fire crews, along with medics, 


are called to investigate suspicious 
package at the FedEx ground delivery 


facility In Southeast Austin. U.S. 
Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin, says 


investigators who briefed him believe it 


was an undetonated bomb. 
— AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF 


threat, even 20 miles from Aus- 
tin, Heather O'Keeffe Gardner 
said the cul-de-sac in her neigh: 
borhood was shut down for more 
than a few hours Tuesday while 
police investigated and eventu- 
ally declared the area safe. 

“It was most likely a kid that 
dropped his or her lunch box on 
the way to the bus stop,” O'Keeffe 
Gardiner said. “Itwas (what would 
normally be) no more than an 
email to the neighborhood group 
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... that turned into streets being 
shut down and police and fire 
showing up, Everyoneisso hyper- 
aware right now.” 

Sunday's revelation that the 
bombings in Austin could be ran- 
dom — coupled with a fifth explo- 
sion ofa package destined for Aus- 
tin at a FedEx facility near San 
Antonio and the discovery of a 
package containing what inves- 
tigators say might be an unex- 
ploded bomb at a FedEx facility 


STAFF 


in Southeast Austin on Tuesday 
— has intensified the city’s terror 
and unease, residents say. 
Austin police responded to 420 
suspicious package calls between 
8a.m. Monday and 8 a.m. Tues- 
day, bringing the total to 1,257 
since about 8 a.m. March 12 
Reports of a suspicious package 
at a Whole Foods in Southwest 
Austin on Tuesday prompted a 


Bombings continued on AT2 
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By Tony Plohetski, Mary Huber 
and Mark Wilson 
tplohetski@statesman.com, 
mhuber@statesman.com 
mdwilson@statesman.com 


SCHERT2 — Two more bombs 
exploded anda third was seized 
by investigators Tuesday, who say 
a bomber who has caused esca- 
lating fear in Austin might have 
left behind clues ata FedEx Office 
store in the South Austin suburb 
of Sunset Valley. 

Authorities believe the bomber 
sent two packages from the store 
on Brodie Lane. One detonated 
at a sorting facility in Schertz, 
about 60 miles south of Austin. 
No one was injured. The second 
‘bomb was found by law enforce- 
ment at another FedEx depot in 
Southeast Austin. 

As the sun set Tuesday, yet 
another device detonated at a 
Goodwill store on Brodie Lane, 
causing nom-life-threatening inju- 
ries toaman’s hand and his arm, 
according to preliminary reports 
which did not indicate whether 
the device was linked to other 
attacks over the past three weeks. 
Evidence seized Tuesday 
cludes surveillance videos that 
‘could possibly” show a suspect, 
said U.S. Rep Michael McCaul, 
R-Austin, chairman of the House 
Homeland Security Committee, 
in an interview with The Associ 
ated Press, 

‘The flurry of activity Tuesday 
brought new hope to an inves 
gation that had been lacking in 
meaningful clues, It also brought 
new fears that the bomber or 
bombers might have shifted to 
relying upon professional car- 
riers instead of leaving package 
‘bombs on doorsteps in the over- 
night hours. Two people have 
been killed and four injured in 
the attacks. 

Ina turn that also surprised 
investigators, the perpetrator 
used a trip wire to detonate an 
explosive that was left near a 
sidewalk on Sunday in South: 
West Austin, which officials said 
demonstrated a degree of skill 
and sophistication, 

Hours after the Schertz explo- 
sion, which occurred about 12:30 
a.m., Austin police and fire crews 
investigating reports of a 
suspicious package at a similar 
FedEx sorting facility in South- 
east Austin near Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport. U.S. Rep. 
Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin, in con- 
firming the package contained a 
sixth bomb, said, "They are try- 
ing to figure out how to open the 
package without destroying it.” 

FedEx said in a statement that 
has provided law enforcement 
‘extensive evidence related to 
these packages and the individ: 
ual that shipped them collected 
from our advanced technology 
security systems.” 

‘The bombings drew comments 
‘Tuesday from President Donald 
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